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ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Ann Arbor seeks to promote compatible
design within its lively, pedestrianoriented downtown.

Downtown Design Framework and Guidelines
Ann Arbor is a city of approximately 100,000 people located 40 miles
west of Detroit. As home to the main campus of the University of
Michigan, the city attracts knowledge-based industries and new residents
seeking a high quality of life. The City hopes to channel the resulting
growth into its vibrant, pedestrian-oriented, downtown area. It is
crucial, however, to ensure that downtown's continued development
enhances its unique qualities and helps the city to remain attractive to
residents and employers. As a result, the City sought to ensure that
new infill development is compatible with the existing context and with
the community's vision for the future.
Winter & Company collaborated with the City of Ann Arbor and
Race Studio of Berkeley, California, to promote appropriate design in
downtown Ann Arbor. Project outcomes include adjustments to design
standards in the existing zone districts and implementation of a design
review system based on context. The project team worked with the
community to identify downtown Ann Arbor's unique design contexts.
The resulting design character areas informed the development of
massing and frontage standards as well as the design guidelines.

The design guidelines facilitate the
redevelopment of a former industrial area
on the edge of downtown into a vibrant
residential and entertainment center that
enhances the area's appeal and improves
linkages to surrounding neighborhoods.

The project kicked off with a public
workshop to identify character districts
and discuss options for promoting
appropriate design in downtown Ann
Arbor.

Design standards for the construction of taller buildings will help facilitate new
development while ensuring compatibility with downtown's existing context.
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Active public participation through focus groups and workshops engaged
the community in the planning process and leveraged local knowledge.

SERVICES:
»» Community visioning and
planning workshops
»» Stakeholder focus groups
»» Urban design framework plan
»» S t rate g y fo r p ro m o t i n g
appropriate design
»» Design guidelines
»» Design review training

CLIENT:
Wendy Rampson
Systems Planner
City of Ann Arbor Public Services

DATE:
2007

Mid-block passages should be provided
when feasible. Passages can provide
both solar access and natural ventilation
to secondary portions of structures and
expose secondary entries, patios and
other outdoor uses.
Design character areas and street frontage locations for different parts of downtown
Ann Arbor were established with community input to facilitate solutions that are
sensitive to the existing context and the desired future outcomes.
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