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Design Guidelines for The Blue Hill District
The Blue Hill District (formerly Ephesus/Fordham), is emerging as
a vibrant part of Chapel Hill based on a vision for redevelopment
that is established in the area’s Form-based Code. The Form Based
Code establishes basic requirements for development as a series of
prescriptive standards to be administered by Town staff. It also provides
for a design review process, using design guidelines, for a specific set
of topics, in which the Town’s Community Design Commission (CDC)
participates. These design guidelines are published, therefore, as
provided in the code. The intent is to facilitate interpretation of the
code by staff and the review of the specified topics by the CDC.

A building pass-through design should be
inviting and in proportion to its associated
building.

The Blue Hill District builds on the active, green and creative traditions
found throughout Chapel Hill. With a range of living options, shopping,
offices spaces, restaurants and outdoor spaces, the Blue Hill District
thrives on its mix of uses and a walkable, well-connected urban
environment. Architecture invites the attention of passersby through
innovative design, details and variations in massing and materials. The
District’s design guidelines contribute by promoting the development
of a walkable community with opportunities for all to live, shop, work
and share community experiences in one place.

Human Scale Building Design
Upper story stepback
Awning, Canopy or Arcade
Landscaping between
vehicles and pedestrians
Wide sidewalks

New development in the Blue Hill
District should incorporate articulation
techniques that promote a sense of
human scale and divide the mass and
scale of a larger building into smaller
parts.
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