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DESIGN GUIDELINES SERVICES
DENVER, COLORADO

Citywide Historic Preservation Guidelines
Denver maintains one of the largest historic preservation programs in
the country, with numerous historic districts and individually designated
landmarks. Alterations and new construction within these districts are
subject to review by the City staff and the Denver Historic Landmark
Commission (LPC).
Recognizing that recent trends in historic neighborhoods have raised a
new set of design issues, the City of Denver retained Winter & Company
to prepare updated guidelines (Winter also prepared the original 1995
guidelines). The updated guidelines include:
»» Charts and graphics to assist applicants and the LPC as they move
through the review and permitting process
»» Illustrated strategies for addressing locally-sensitive design review
issues, such as infill construction and additions
»» Guidance for the treatment of specific building types and features
such as civic buildings and historic loading docks
»» Strategies for integrating preservation and sustainability
»» Summaries of the character-defining features of Denver's historic
districts to inform guidelines application
1.
PRE-APPLICATION PROCESS
A. SUBMIT PRELIMINARY APPLICATION

Available online at the Denver Landmark Preservation web site

B. PRE-APPLICATION CONFERENCE WITH STAFF

In certain cases, a project can proceed to step 2 without a pre-application conference.

2.
APPLICATION

Submit application form and all required submittal materials.

3.
REVIEW & APPROVAL

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW TRACK

Staff reviews application for completeness and
conformance with applicable guidelines.

APPROVAL

Staff issues Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)
unless LPC review is required.

Modeling various designs of "Pop-Top"
Additions illustrates characteristics that
are appropriate and inappropriate for
historic preservation of residences in
Denver.

OBTAIN BUILDING PERMIT

City staff will review final construction drawings to
ensure they match COA approval.2

LPC REVIEW TRACK

Staff reviews for completeness and
conformance with applicable guidelines

LPC MEETING

LPC meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month.1 The LPC may
make a decision or continue review to the next meeting
(unclear applications or neighborhood concern).

APPROVED
Staff issues Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA)

NOT APPROVED

Applicant may modify
project and resubmit plans

The updated guidelines include charts and graphics to assist applicants and the LPC
as they move through the design review process.
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Winter & Company worked closely with the LPC, City staff, stakeholders
and the general public to develop the updated guidelines. The process
included interactive workshops with illustrated design review activities
and open houses to provide opportunities to learn about and comment
Treatment
for the “Denver Hill”
on
the draftStrategies
guidelines.
Several potential treatment strategies for the “Denver Hill” are illustrated below. Maintaining the original grassy slope is preferred.
Other treatment strategies may be appropriate where there is variety in the treatment of front yard areas along the same block, or
where it is necessary to stabilize the slope.

The guidelines were adopted in August 2014.

See “The “Denver Hill”” on page 92 for additional information.

SLOPE MAINTAINED IN ORIGINAL CONDITION

STABILIZING PLANTS REPLACE GRASS
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Maintaining the original grassy slope is preferred where the slope
was not previously altered with retaining walls or other features.

Stabilizing the slope with plant materials may be appropriate,
especially as an alternative to constructing a new retaining wall.

A FENCE AT THE TOP OF THE SLOPE

A LOW RETAINING WALL

Constructing a low fence at the top of the slope may be appropriate
to provide an enclosed yard area for children or pets.

Stabilizing the slope with a low “kick wall” may be appropriate to
help stabilize the yard while maintaining most of the historic slope.

SLOPE TERRACED WITH RETAINING WALLS

LOT LEVELED WITH A HIGH RETAINING WALL

Terracing the slope with retaining walls is generally inappropriate.

Completely removing the slope with a single tall retaining wall is
inappropriate.
Figure 27: Treatment Strategies for the “Denver Hill”

The updated guidelines provide illustrated strategies for addressing locally-sensitive
design review issues, such as historic landscape patterns. A check mark indicates an
appropriate strategy, while an asterisk indicates a strategy that may be appropriate,
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and an x indicates a strategy that is generally inappropriate.
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