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Downtown Plan and Design Guidelines
Canton, Ohio

In August 2003, the City of Canton adopted its new development 
plan and design guidelines. As an initial step, the Winter & 
Company team conducted a visioning start-up workshop with 
Canton representatives to identify plan components. This includes 
coordination of a variety of urban design systems, economic 
development strategies anwd housing development programs. A 
key feature of the project is the analysis of a variety of opportunity 
sites, including significant brownfield areas. It also includes a 
refocused retail area accented with a year-round and seasonal 
Community Market. The design guidelines address new infill and 
rehabilitation commercial building in Downtown Canton.

Services
• Visioning		
• Design guidelines
• Downtown plan
• Opportunity sites

Client
The Canton Downtown 
Development Partnership
City of Canton

Date
2003

A seasonal community market is 
envisioned on an upscale alley in 
Downtown Canton.

The plan extends the streetscape and 
palette of Downtown Canton.

The downtown vision for the retail core included enhancements to the 12th Street 
Corridor. The rehabilitation of a historic resource is illustrated here.

The cross-section shows the feasibility of using the existing parking and alley 
right-of-way area.
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Canton, Ohio Downtown Plan (continued)
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A revitalized Downtown Canton Center, the commercial core, is a focus of the 
plan.

Above: An existing indoor parking garage is envisioned as a year-round community market. This building is located 
adjacent to the seasonal market on the alley side. 
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Site-specific studies illustrate special opportunities for anchor projects. This 
plan illustrates reuse of an industrial complex as a community sports center.
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Canton, Ohio Downtown Plan (continued)
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Hercules Motor Company site - 
Before
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rendering

Another historic warehouse recom-
mended for adaptive reuse.

The redevelopment of the former Hercules Motor Company (1915-1999) will include a convention 
center, apartments, prime office space and a restaurant. The historic, industrial flavor of the site 
will be maintained while utilizing green principles. It is a model for urban, historically sensitive 
redevelopment.
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Identification of sites recommended in the downtown plan

Canton, Ohio Downtown Plan (continued)

Kresge Block


