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Zoning Amendments and Design Standards for Residential 
Neighborhoods
Winter & Company directed a neighborhood design policy project for  
the Eastside and Westside neighborhoods of Fort Collins, in which the 
team first helped the community define the context for design, then 
determined which design management tools to use and finally produced 
a series of zoning  amendments to the development code and published 
a companion handbook of design guidelines.

The zoning standards address basic site planning concerns, including  
building setbacks, parking, and landscaping. Other standards focus on 
building form and orientation to the street. 

Winter & Company developed  formulas and dimensional regulations, 
and assisted in drafting the zoning code language. They also completed 
an analysis of the potential impacts of costs of operating alternative 
design review systems.

The design guidelines provide greater detail for landscape, site and 
building design considerations. They are used in a voluntary process 
except for large projects and those requiring special city reviews.

An extensive public participation process was a part of the assignment. 
In order to help citizens visualize the potential impacts of various 
development scenarios, the team developed a series of design studies 
that illustrated alternative build-out scenarios under existing zoning 
conditions as alternatives for potential new zoning policies.
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The neighborhood zoning standards 
include alternatives for parking on site.

The Fort Collins guidelines focus on 
neighborhood development concepts.

SERVICES:
 » Analysis of existing character
 » Alternative development 

scenarios
 » Designguidelines
 » Zoning amendments
 »

CLIENT: 
City of Fort Collins
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Sample page from Fort Collins Design Standards document


