
Winter  & Company       www.winterandcompany.net

Citywide Historic Preservation Guidelines
Winter & Company is assisting The City of Houston in developing historic 
preservation design guidelines for several historic districts including the 
three Houston Heights historic districts, as well as Norhill, Woodland 
Heights, Freeland, Old Sixth Ward, Old Main and Glenbrook Valley 
historic districts. 

These guidelines build on policies set forth in the city’s preservation 
ordinance. The objective is to enhance clarity and predictability and to 
provide clear, concise guidance to help property owners interpret the 
requirements of the historic preservation ordinance. Topics include 
appropriate treatment of historic resources and design for additions 
and compatible new construction. 

The project features substantial community engagement, to ensure that 
property owners have an opportunity to make their voices heard. The 
outreach effort includes community workshops, stakeholder interviews, 
focus groups, and a survey to be mailed to all property owners (Houston 
Heights, Norhill, Woodland Heights, Freeland and Old Sixth Ward Historic 
Districts.)  
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During community engagement workshops, participants were asked to identify features 
of several different additions and new development models that they considered to 
be appropriate for their historic district in Houston. 

Historic homes throughout the Houston 
Historic Districts display design elements 
that will be highlighted in the design 
guidelines to encourage appropriate 
contextual development. 

Issues  concerning new development have 
been acknowledged by the community. 
Massing, building size, architectural style, 
and lot size are among the design issues 
that will be addressed in the guidelines.
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The project is organized into two phases:

Phase 1
Phase 1 includes community engagement for all seven of these historic 
districts, after which the work effort will focus on drafting design 
guidelines for the three Houston Heights districts. As those progress, 
drafting design guidelines for the remaining districts will follow.

Phase 1 Design Guidelines include: 
 » Houston Heights Historic District East
 » Houston Heights Historic District West
 » Houston Heights Historic District South

 
Phase 2
Phase 2 will begin in 2017 and will include completing design guidelines 
for the following historic districts: 
 » Norhill Historic District
 » Freeland Historic District
 » Woodland Heights Historic District
 » Old Sixth Ward Historic District (an update to its existing guidelines)

It will also include community outreach and developing design guidelines 
for two historic districts: 
 » Main Street Market Square Historic District
 » Glenbrook Valley Historic District
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Several residential typologies were identified to illustrate and describe the historic and 
existing characteristics of neighborhoods throughout the historic districts. 

Issues  concerning new development have 
been acknowledged by the community. 
Massing, building size, architectural style, 
and lot size are among the design issues 
that will be addressed in the guidelines.

http://www.winterandcompany.net
http://www.winterandcompany.net

